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PREFACE 

Dr. Prema,  Professor & Head, Deparment of Education, 
Dean, Faculty of Education,  
Chair Person, Alagappa School of Education, 
Alagappa University,  
Karaikudi, Sivagangai District, Tamilnadu.  
 

SSA is the major time bound intervention for Universalization of 
Elementary Education in India being implemented from 2001 onwards on a 
mission mode with Central and State Government funding. Since SSA framework 
stresses the micro level planning and also gives much importance of the quality of 
data, large child population data base and school data base have been created in 
Tamilnadu. Since NUPEA has been entrusted to create and update the school 
database at National level it has initiated PES on DISE data to improve the quality 
of school database.  

The State Project Directorate-SSA Tamilnadu has selected the University 
to undertake Post Enumeration Survey on 5% data sample check in Tiruchirapalli 
District. 

I constituted a team of of 5 field workers to carry out Post - Enumeration 
Survey on 5% data sample check.  The coordinator’s team consisting of 
Dr.P.Prema and Dr. S.Subbiah, Lecturer, Alagappa University College of 
Education went to SSA office at Tiruchirappalli District and obtained block wise 
data about the different types and numbers of schools.   

After the coordinators gave a one day orientation to the field workers’ team, 
the sample check work commenced in the second week of Nov 2008 and  it was 
completed by the end of Feb 2009. 

The data entry and preliminary analysis were done by Mr.S.Subramanian, 
UGC Guest Faculty, Department of Education, Alagappa University.  The 
overall review of the report was done by Mr. R.Ramnath, Lecturer, Department 
of Education for which I am thankful to him. 



I am thankful to Thiru M.P.Vijayakumar, I.A.S., former Director SSA 
and Thiru.R.Venkatesan I.A.S., present Director SSA for their financial support  
and encouragement for carrying out this survey. 

The investigators’ team wishes to acknowledge with thanks the excellent 
support  rendered by the SSA Officials of Tiruchirappalli District.  The heads 
and the teachers of the schools were cooperative which made this PES a success. 

The  unparalleled support  rendered by Prof. P.Ramasamy, Vice-
Chancellor, Alagappa University, Prof..Dr.E.Ilamathian, Registrar, Alagappa 
University is gratefully  acknowledged.. 

I wish to thank Mrs.J.Meenal, Junior Assistant and Mrs.S.Vidhya 
Programme Assistant, UGC Innovative Course, Mrs.R.Amutha Sundari  typist, 
and Mrs. S. Vasanthi, Office Assistant  from  the Department of Education for 
preparing the draft report. 

This survey report consists of six chapters. The first chapter deals with the 
“Outline of the PES”. The PES highlights are presented in the second chapter. The 
investigators’ feed back, objectives, findings of the survey and suggestions and 
recommendations    are also presented in the III, IV, V, and VI chapters 
respectively.  

 I hope this comprehensive report will be useful to maintain the 
high quality of DISE data for future planning and monitoring.  

 
Date : 20.3.2009 

Place : KARAIKUDI. 

 

 
         (Dr S. SUBBIAH)          (Dr. PREMA)                                         

 

Assistant Project Coordinater                                          Project Coordinater      
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CHAPTER IV 

INVESTIGATORS SCHOOL OBSERVATION – HIGHLIGHTS 

4.1 Introduction  

All the team members were also trained to interview the teachers and to 

collect information through observation. The teams furnished information such 

as in-service training given to school teachers and heads in capturing data, 

using DISE format, details of duration of the training programmes organized, 

kind of resource persons who conducted such training courses, frequency of 

visits by BRTE in the last three months and number of teachers who attended 

in-service training programmes etc. in the observation schedules. The 

highlights are presented in this chapter.  

4.2.1 DISE Training  

One-day training was conducted for all school HM/teachers in charge of 

filling-up of DISE forms.  

The table below shows that more than 100% of the teachers and heads 

had  attended the DISE training organized at Block level.  

Table 4.1 

Centre wise Teachers’ attendance in DISE training  

 
No. of School teacher/HM attended DISE training at  No. of 

Sample 
Schools Cluster Block % District Not attended training 

100 - 16 100 Tiruchirappalli - 
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4.2.2 Teachers who attended DISE training 

Table 4.2 

Teachers’ attendance by No. of Training Days 
(These teachers are in charge of filling up of DCF) 

 

 

Training attended No. of 
Sample 
Schools One day Two days More than 

two days 
Training conducted by BRTE& 

SO /Resource Persons/Both 

100 20 37 43  

4.2.3 DCF/Concept  

The Table below reveals that all the teachers / heads in this District who 

have undergone the training course have understood the DCF concept and it is 

seen that the concept and DISE format was explained quite clearly during the 

training.  

Since DISE training is being conducted every year the HM and the 

teacher in-charge of filling-up-of forms are familiar with the concept and 

definitions.  

Table 4.3 

No. of Teachers who have understood the DCF & Concepts 

 

No. of Teachers/HM 
understood DCF/Concept No. of Sample 

Schools 

Yes No Partly 

No. of Teachers by 
understanding DCF & 

concepts 

100 80 - 20 100 

              Though 80% teachers have fully understood DCF concept ,the rest 

20% have only partly understood this points out to the need for additional 

training. 
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4.3.1 School visits by BRTE 

Table 4.4 

BRTE’s School Visits 

 
No. of schools visited by BRTE in the 

last 3 months 

No. of 
Sample 
Schools 

Not visited One 
time 

Two 
times 

Three 
times 

Four 
times 

More 
than 
four 
times 

100 - - - - - 100 

From the table it may be inferred that all the schools selected for PES 

have been visited by the BRTE more than four times in the last three months. 

This is an evidence of commitment of BRTES.  

4.4 Teachers’ in-service training  

Table 4.5 

No. of Teachers attended in-service Training 

 

No. of Sample Schools No, of teachers in 
position 

No. of teachers 
attended 

in service training 
Percentage of Attendance 

100 746 746 100 

The table shows that all the teachers have attended in-service training 

programmes. When many states have difficulty in training the teachers in 

service, it is a matter of high pride that almost all the teachers have undergone 

training. This will certainly boost the quality of teaching and teacher – child 

interaction.  Training on a massive scale has been responsible for such a grand 

success as this. 
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CHAPTER V 

FINDINGS OF THE SURVEY 

5.1 Introduction 

This project was intended to do a sample check survey of 5% of the 

schools in each block of Tiruchirappalli district, 5% of each category of 

schools i.e., Primary, Middle, High and Higher Secondary schools. Care was 

taken to select 5% of schools based on management category i.e, Government, 

Local body, Private aided and Private unaided. The sample consisted of 100 

schools, all selected through circular random sampling technique. After an 

intensive training for one day in data capturing, the team was made to visit 

Tiruchirappalli District for verification of school related data. 

5.2.1 School Location  

The details regarding the location of the schools such as village name/ 

ward number, Name of the block / Municipality and Rural/ Urban showed that 

there is no discrepancy between PES data and DISE data and the PES data are 

matching with the DISE data. 

5.2.2 School Particulars  

The information relating to school particulars such as school category, 

type, management, year of establishment etc. are found correct and there is no 

deviation between PES & DISE data.  

5.3 Teachers in position  

As far as the data regarding teachers in position is concerned, the 

difference between PES data and DISE data ranges from  0.21 to  0.34.   

5.4.1 Enrolment and Student Attendance  

In all the classes from I to VIII standard, the percentage of attendance of 
children exceeds 95% which is an encouraging trend indeed. Children’s 
attendance in III standard is 95% and II standard is 96%. In I, IV, VI standard 
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is 97% each and VII, VIII standard   is 98% and V standard is 99%. But for the 
attempts by teachers, CRC coordinators, BRC supervisors and other 
functionaries such a high percentage of attendance is not possible. Thanks to 
the sincere efforts by SSA functionaries at all levels such as the SPD, DPCs, 
CEOs, ADPCs, AEEOs, BRC supervisors BRTEs, CRC Co-ordinators, 
teachers, and education volunteers. 

Attendance rate of children, as we all know, is a crucial index of 

educational development and the figures do not show any deviation from actual 

enrolment, thanks to the honest functionaries who have given reliable data. 

The attendance rate also reveals gender equity in general and 

community wise equity in particular. This indeed is one of the greatest 

achievements of SSA, which aims to achieve gender equity by 2010 both at 

primary and upper primary levels.  

5.4.2 Examination pass percentage  

In all the Schools in Tiruchirappalli district the percentage of pass is 

close to 100. From I std. to VIII std. The pass percentage ranges is 100. Here 

also there is no gender or community disparity in the results of annual 

examination. 

5.4.3 Repeaters  

The actual variation between PES and DISE data is very negligible. 

5.4.4 Distribution of Textbooks  

All the needy children have been provided with free text- books from I 

std. to VIII std. 

5.4.5 Disabled Children  

A total number of 90 children are disabled in Tiruchirappalli district. 

The PES- DISE data discrepancy is very negligible when the actual number of 

children is considered. 
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5.5 Teachers’ Response  

In general the cooperation and the response of the teachers were very 

good.  

All of the teachers and heads of schools have attended the DISE training 

conducted at Block level.  

The DISE training programmes of one-day duration each were much 

useful to the teachers to understand the DCF concept. 

5.6 Availability of Records 

The PES revealed that the grading for availability of records mostly 

ranged from ‘very good’ to ‘good’ and this is one of the reasons for Tamil 

Nadu being strong in data base with reference to SSA. In almost all the schools, 

full co-operation was rendered during the sample check survey. Necessary 

registers/records were made available quite readily and were maintained in 

good condition with regular updation much to the delight of the team members. 

The team wishes  to record the excellent cooperation rendered by the entire 

staff of SSA Districts, Head Quarters.  

5.7 School Facilities  

Classroom Building and Status of Buildings  

There is no significant discrepancy between PES and DISE data 

regarding school facilities such as classroom and status of buildings. It is 

heartening to note that all school buildings were pucca  in this District.  Further 

the data regarding the number of classrooms as per PES is more than DISE.  

5.8.1 Children Enrolled and Attendance  

This District shows an encouraging trend in the enrolment with the 
percentage of attendance exceeding 95% from I Standard to VIII Standard. 
There is not much deviation of PES data from the DISE data as shown by the 
PES data. Children’s attendance in III standard is 95% and II standard is 96%. 
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In I, IV, VI standard is 97% each and VII, VIII standard   is 98% and V 
standard is 99%. 

During the meeting of the Project Approval Board held, during March 
2007 and February 2008  where the performance of Tamil Nadu with reference 
to SSA was shared with the Secretary, MHRD, after appraisal, the attendance 
issue was discussed. The secretary, MHRD was happy about the attendance 
percentage in Tamil Nadu which is a crucial index of educational development. 
There was very negligible deviation in the enrolment particulars of PES and 
DISE.  

5.8.2 Examination Results  

In Tiruchirappalli district the percentage of pass is 100. Though on 

account of no detention policy at the primary level, the percentage of pass is 

100. This reveals the hard work done by the teachers in ensuring near one 

hundred pass percentage in all the classes. 

The key indicators of student enrolment, attendance and pass percentage 

show encouraging performance after the implementation of Sarva Shiksha 

Abhiyan.  

5.9 DISE Training  

All the teachers and heads of schools selected  in Tiruchirappalli District 

have undergone DISE training at Block level. DISE training programmes were 

of one day duration each. It is interesting to note that all the teachers and heads 

have understood the DCF concept which can be inferred from the absence of 

any major discrepancy between the DISE and PES data. 

5.10.1 Data Quality  

The quality of data regarding school particulars, infrastructure facilities 

(classroom and building), enrolment, attendance and pass percentage of 

children, teachers’ response, availability and maintenance   of school records, 

DISE training, in- service training, disabled children, repeaters and distribution 
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of books is very high and appreciable. The data discrepancy is only minimal, 

which shows the effectiveness of training in capturing relevant information. 

5.10.2 Data Sharing  

Reports have been generated at CRC, BRC and district levels and shared 

with offices of various departments for their use. Sharing of data goes a long 

way in ensuring overall quality of education providing opportunity for mutual 

learning.  

5.10.3 Usage of Data  

An encouraging trend is that the DISE data are also used for Monitoring 

and Planning at all levels.  

5.11 Visit of BRTEs  

The sincerity and commitment of the BRTEs in Tamil Nadu are 

revealed in the finding that all the schools in Tiruchirappalli District have been 

visited by the BRTEs more than four times in the last three months. 

5.12 Teacher’s in service Training  

The greatest achievement of Tamil Nadu lies in the fact that nearly 

100% of the teachers have attended in-service training programmes in 

Tiruchirappalli District. While several States are lagging behind in this 

component, the state of Tamil Nadu has made it possible to cover almost all the 

teachers. 

5.13 General  

The overall findings of the Post Enumerative survey are that the data 

captured through DISE on all the key components and indicators of educational 

development are of excellent quality without any significant discrepancy. This 

has enabled Tamil Nadu to develop in all the educational indices of SSA. 
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CHAPTER VI 

SUGGESTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

6.1. Introduction 

The following suggestions and recommendations have emerged from the 
report given in the preceding five chapters. 

6.2.1 DISE training  

In order to have a holistic and meaningful picture of the achievement of 
Education for All Scheme (SSA), it is essential to give DISE training to the 
heads and teachers of all the government heads and teachers of all the 
government aided and unaided  schools. Inservice training should also be given 
to these teachers for enhancing the quality of instruction. A complete picture of 
the educational status of all the primary and upper primary children can be 
obtained only with the teamwork of teachers of government aided and unaided 
schools. 

6.2.2 Data collection and data processing  

It is necessary to encourage the sharing of the data with all the VEC 
members and others facilitating school administration. This sharing of 
experience will strengthen the various components of SSA and mutual learning 
in overcoming problems. 

Regular monitoring of data capture, data sharing and data usage will be 
helpful in filling the gaps in the implementation of SSA. 

6.2.3 Data quality  

DISE data quality is good and the quality must be maintained at all 
levels.  
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6.2.4 Maintenance and Updation of records  

As far as PES reveals that the HMs of the sample schools are 
maintaining all the records satisfactorily. In all the schools the maintenance is 
satisfactory.  

6.2.5 Data sharing  

Data sharing is done by way of distribution of reports generated for their 
requirement.  

6.2.6 Data usage – monitoring  

DISE data are used very much in preparation of AWP&B; however data 
are not much used for monitoring.  

6.2.7 Any other  

SPO has created a very good school database which may be published in 
website for public access and for researchers.  

6.2.8 General Observations  

The Post Enumerative Survey of 5% of schools in Tiruchirappalli 
District was a soul – satisfying experience because when many states face the 
problem of data discrepancy, Tamil Nadu is an exemplary state in providing 
objective and holistic data.  

This is possible on account of rigorous training given to the 
functionaries in data capturing, data recording, data monitoring and data 
updating. Tamil Nadu is a role model in the successful implementation for 
Education for All scheme due to the commitment of functionaries at all levels. 
However, there is no justification for any compliancy because the ASER and 
PROBE reports of 2008-2009 point to the need for focus on the quality of 
classroom instruction.  

If this tempo is continued and extended for secondary education also, 
our great nation will be able to fulfil the vision of India as a self–sustained 
superpower by 2020.  
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